
MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF PRESTON CAPES PARISH COUNCIL
held on Tuesday 16th March 2021 at 7.30 pm on Zoom

 
Present: Cllr Dixie Hughes (DH) Chairman

Cllr Bill Dearns (BD) Vice Chair & Finances Reviewer
Cllr Scilla Smith (SS)
Cllr Sophia Maddison (SM)
Cllr Richard Shires (RS)

Gary Denby (GD) Parish Clerk & RFO
Cllr Rupert Frost (RF) Daventry District Council

Public: None.

Welcome and any announcements from the Chair

DH welcomed members to the meeting and reported the resignation of Cllr David Cox.  

The meeting was deemed to be quorate and commenced at 7.30pm.  It was agreed to retain 
the Zoom Etiquette as discussed last month.

1. Apologies received:  RS for last month – meeting completely went out of his mind

A special effort was made by GD to print and deliver the previous minutes and the agenda 
for this Zoom meeting to Cllr Mansfield, including the telephone dial-in option.

2. Councillor declarations of interest and dispensations for the following agenda items:
DH declared an interest in 11.5 below, now approved.

3. Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held via Zoom on Tuesday 16th February 2021: 
Agreed as a true and accurate record of the meeting:  proposed by BD; seconded by SS 
and agreed by all Councillors present.

4. Public Time:

RF reported briefly upon the final meeting of the Daventry District Council last Thursday.  He 
becomes a Shadow Unitary Councillor, then is a Candidate for the Unitary elections in May.

As a Unitary Councillor, he may have more influence upon Highways activities (previously 
under the County Council domain).  The issue of a winter ice hazard in Little Preston was 
raised, with the Clerk agreeing to forward relevant details GD.

5. Matters Arising

5.1 Ref 6.1:  Update on ice warning sign availability - pricing awaited from two suppliers GD.
5.2 Ref 6.2:  Clerk’s review of ‘Making Risk Management Simple by LCAS – outstanding GD.
5.3 Ref 6.3:  Drafting a Community Strategy document – outstanding GD.
5.4 Ref 6.10:  Update on ElanCity flashing beacon availability:  details on pole sizing sent; 

awaiting a formal quotation for all parts, inclusive of any new import duties GD.

5.5 Ref 9:  Report back on Parish & Town Council’s meeting 25 Feb: BD was unable to attend
5.6 Ref 10:  Condition of bank and verges:  GD has observed the falling-away of the turf on 

the steep bank opposite the daffodils on  High Street.  He will take a photograph to 
upload and report on FixMyStreet GD.

5.7 Ref 13.5:  Appreciation letter sent to Warden Environmental Services – posted 8 March.
5.8 Ref 15.2:  Update on dog mess activity:  SS reported upon the orange circles highlighting 

dog mess (left in place); also upon the recent reduction in nuisance (worth the effort).
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6. Correspondence circulated to all Councillors

6.1 22 Feb: Highways e-Bulletin 19 Feb - Background and future direction
6.2 22 Feb:  Calor Gas grant applications open in three weeks
6.3 26 Feb:  N-CALC mini eUpdate 26/02 – planning under the new Unitaries; leafleting
6.4 26 Feb:  Highways e-Bulletin 26 Feb – trials of 20 mph advisory green signs

6.5 3 Mar:  Highways e-Bulletin 5 Mar – Highways (KierWSP) + local Ecology
6.6 8 Mar:   N-CALC mini eUpdate 05/03 – FYI
6.7 10 Mar:  Defibrillators re-registered as active with ‘The Circuit’ national defib network
6.8 11 Mar:  Preston Capes Conservation area appraisal & management plan on 18th March
6.9 12 Mar:   N-CALC mini eUpdate 12/03 – Election notices and dates do NOT apply...
6.10 15 Mar:  N-CALC Training Newsletter new and post-election training available to you

7. Parish Council Casual Vacancy

The notice of vacancy has been sent to DDC for publication today (also on the Parish Council 
noticeboards), allowing fourteen working days for ten or more villagers to request an election 
to fill this casual vacancy, if they so wish.  DH has sent an email prompt about this vacancy to 
several villagers who may have an interest, including the agenda for this meeting so they 
might Zoom-in and see what happens.

BD expressed the great disappointment of Councillors that Cllr Cox has felt the need to resign; 
He has been most helpful to the Council with his experience in tree works and other matters.  
DH and GD have sent Cllr Cox emails of appreciation.

8. Report-back on the Planning Nuts & Bolts curse (N-CALC on Zoom)

BD reported this course to be useful, but on Zoom it lacked the usual interaction with other 
participants.  Of most interest: the usefulness of gaining views of the assigned Planning Officer 
and Daventry District Council on occasion.

9. NCC 20mph advisory speed limit trial scheme

This was distributed to Councillors in 6.4 above, focussed initially in West Haddon.  DH 
considered whether some villagers might appreciate this on a section of High Street?  It 
usually comes with chicanes or other speed-limiting endeavours (for example in Bugbrooke).  
Previous Speed Watch trials within Preston Capes indicate that 20mph is all that is practicable 
within the village, anyway.  Another site might be at the short section in Little Preston, with 
the ‘S bend’ acting to slow traffic.  There were no further suggestions from Councillors.

There is a short stretch through Preston Capes having a 30 mph limit, with Speed Watch 
detecting over 300 vehicles exceeding 35 mph.  Police are aware of this problem and 
occasionally monitor it, at inappropriate times.  This road is unclassified and is therefore not a 
priority.  DH will forward the village’s experiences.

10. Planning for use of Community Infrastructure Levy:  £739 available
See 5.4 above.

11. Planning (latest items available at www.daventrydc.gov.uk/living)

11.1 DA/2017/0826 (Amended): Outline application for new medical centre and residential 
development at Woodford Road, Byfield, Northamptonshire.  Additional documents.

11.2 DA/2020/0468:  Listed Building Consent for demolition of existing single storey rear 
extension and stone outbuilding… at Hillcrest, High Street.  Supported by the Parish 
Council Dec 2020.  Decision awaited.

Minutes of Meeting 210316 Page  2 of 3 GJD 12.04.21

http://www.daventrydc.gov.uk/living


11.3 DA/2020/0467:  Demolition of single storey lean-to extension to the rear of Hillcrest and 
replacement with larger single storey kitchen extension at Hillcrest, High Street NN11 
3TB.  Supported by the Parish Council Dec 2020.  Decision awaited.

11.4 DA/2020/0962:  Replacement of a commercial/industrial building together with revised 
parking at Swan Farm Buildings, Charwelton Road.  Approved 22 Feb 21.

11.5 DA/2021/0056:  Removal of trees in a conservation area at The Old Rectory, Church 
Way.  NN11 3TE.  Approved 2 Mar 21.

11.6 DA/2021/0162:  Construction of detached garage with home office above at Springfield 
Barn, Charwelton Road.  Councillors considered the application and agreed upon No 
Objection: proposed by DB; seconded by SS and approved by all Councillors present.  
GD to advise DDC Planning.

12. Finances and Accounts

12.1 Progress regards the move to an on-line Unity Current Account with Unity Trust Bank: 
Application forms have been printed and signed, then returned electronically (with supporting 
documents) and by post.  The Clerk has received notification that the account has been 
approved and opened; Cllr Dearns has a posted notification of him being a signatory.  The 
same is awaited by Cllrs Hughes and Maddison.

Unity Trust Bank have been helpful in answering several queries from the Clerk about opening 
the account, for example waiving the necessity to open the account with a £500 cheque.  All 
telephone queries were answered promptly and accurately.  We await a transfer date of our 
current funds from the Lloyds account.  For a period of three years, all incoming receipts 
(Precepts and awards) to the Lloyds account should automatically divert to the new Unity 
account.  The Clerk will notify DDC, except that it is currently in transition to WNC GD.

12.2 Consider and approve the Parish Council payments listed below.  Proposed by DH, 
seconded by SS and approved by all Councillors present.

Description / Power Amount VAT Total

N-CALC Planning Nuts & Bolts course - BD £38.00 £38.00

Gary Denby Clerk gross remuneration for 19 Jan – 
15 Feb (4 weeks) + Home as office expenses + 
Zoom monthly subs to 26/2/21

£165.06
£24.00
£11.99 £2.40 £203.45

13. Councillors' Comments

13.1  SM apologised for her absence at the May and June meetings, expecting the canal 
network to be re-opened.  Attendance at the 13th April meeting should be as usual.

13.2 BD has received a query about possibilities of a Community Allotment.  DH commented 
that there is no apparent location for the Parish Council to purchase land for this use.
In addition, the District Council would also have a role in this.  How many villagers might 
benefit from this, and at what location?

16. Next meeting date:  Tuesday 13th April (probably via Zoom).

  …………………………. ……………………….
  Chairman Date Meeting ended 8.05 pm.
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