
MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF PRESTON CAPES PARISH COUNCIL
held on Tuesday 13th April 2021 at 7.30 pm on Zoom

 
Present: Cllr Dixie Hughes (DH) Chairman

Cllr Bill Dearns (BD) Vice Chair & Finances Reviewer
Cllr Scilla Smith (SS)
Cllr Sophia Maddison (SM)
Cllr Rosie Mansfield (RM) via telephone voice connection

Gary Denby (GD) Parish Clerk & RFO

Public: None.

Welcome and any announcements from the Chair

DH welcomed members to the meeting.  

1. Apologies received:  Cllr Richard Shires – very busy with lambing.

2. Councillor declarations of interest and dispensations for the following agenda items:  None

3. Co-option of a Parish Councillor to replace Cllr David Cox:-  On 8th April the Clerk received 
notification from the Daventry District Council Elections Office that the vacancy has been 
duly advertised and that there is no public request for an election.  Therefore the Parish 
Council may co-opt a replacement Councillor.  Several potential candidates were 
suggested and will be approached and invited to the next meeting DH.

4. Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held via Zoom on Tuesday 16th March 2021: Agreed 
as a true and accurate record of the meeting:  proposed by BD; seconded by SS and 
agreed by all Councillors present.

5. Public Time:  None.

6. Matters Arising

6.1 Ref 5.1:  Update on ice warning sign pricing.  There has been some movement regards 
the underlying drainage problem, with blue pain markings on the road and a promise to 
look at the problem in June.  Hopefully there wil be no need for an ice warning sign next 
winter.  Action therefore removed.

6.2 Ref 5.2:  Clerk’s review of ‘Making Risk Management Simple by LCAS:  Outstanding GD.

6.3 Ref 5.3:  Drafting a Community Strategy document:  This was to be based upon a similar 
document by Woodford Halse Parish Council, outlining its activities and a five year plan.  
However, it was based upon a Neighbourhood Plan document, which Preston Capes has 
not instigated and which may hold less sway with the new Unitary Council’s revised 
planning arrangements.  Action therefore removed.

6.4 Ref 5.4:  Update on ElanCity flashing beacon availability:  On 12th April Alan Mackie was 
able to provide a formal quotation, including a solar charging array and extension pole.  
The full price is £821 which is £222 or 36% higher than that advertised.  One of the issues 
with the current sign is the frequent recharging, so any cost reduction by removal of the 
solar array is not welcome.  Given its limited functionality, this is now considered to be too 
expensive.  This will not be pursued any further.
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7. Correspondence circulated to all Councillors

7.1 22 Mar:  N-CALC mini eUpdate 19/03 – elections and emergency planning
7.2 22 Mar:  Highways e-Bulletin 19 Mar – Rights of Way information
7.3 1 Apr:  Parish Council bank account switch on 13th April to Unity Trust
7.4 1 Apr:  N-CALC mini eUpdate 01/04 – Remote meetings, Practitioner’s Guide
7.5 1 Apr:  N-CALC Update Mar/Apr – The Pre-Election period (formerly Purdah)
7.6 9 Apr:  Update on pothole situation from DDC Cllr Rupert Frost
7.7 9 Apr:  N-CALC mini eUpdate 09/04 – HRH Prince Philip, remote meetings 7th May?
7.8 10 Apr:  NNC Unitary, marks of respect across Northants
7.9 12 Apr:  EvoFlash beacon quotation

8. Planning for use of Community Infrastructure Levy:  £1,338 available
See 6.4 above.

Councillors requested that the Clerk seek prices to replace the current ageing Vehicle 
Activated speed Sign (VAS).  Perhaps something that shows the actual speed, for 
example the unit at Maidford GD.

9. Planning (latest items available at www.daventrydc.gov.uk/living)

9.1 DA/2021/0247:  Removal of a tree within the conservation area at Medlars, Church Way. 
Response by 16 April.  Responded to previously (?).

9.2 DA/2021/0162:  Construction of detached garage with home office above at Springfield 
Barn, Charwelton Road.  Council responded with No Objection.  Decision awaited.

9.3 DA/2021/0118:  Works to trees and removal of tress within a conservation area at The 
Folly, Old Forge Lane.  Approved 16 Mar 21

9.4 DA/2020/0468:  Listed Building Consent for demolition of existing single storey rear 
extension and stone outbuilding… at Hillcrest, High Street.  Supported by the Parish 
Council Dec 2020.  Decision awaited.

9.5 DA/2020/0467:  Demolition of single storey lean-to extension to the rear of Hillcrest and 
replacement with larger single storey kitchen extension at Hillcrest, High Street NN11 
3TB.  Supported by the Parish Council Dec 2020.  Decision awaited.

10. Finances and Accounts
10.1 Draft accounts to end of financial year 31 Mar 2021.  Reviewed and approved by BD.  He 

thanked the Clerk for his efforts.  The corresponding updated budget including draft 
expenditure for 2020-21 was circulated to Councillors on 12 Apr.  This shows a surplus of 
£1.056 at financial year end (a quiet 2020 due to SARS-2-Covid restrictions), which has 
been included in the Parish Council cash reserves, which now meet requirements. 

10.2 Review of Clerk’s hours expended to 31 March 2021.  Forwarded to Councillors on 12 
Apr, showing that the 15 hours ‘overspend’ at the start of the calendar year has now 
halved to 8 hours.

10.3 First half Precept received from the new Unitary Council?  Not expected until May. During 
this time of Unitary transition the Clerk has NOT appraised the council of the change in 
Parish Council bank account, relying instead of the automated forwarding for three years, 
from the old Lloyds account to the new Unity Trust account.

10.4 Update with regards Parish Council move to an Equity Trust on-line bank account:- 
Completed today.  SM has been online and viewed the £10,000 balance.
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10.5 Consider and approve the Parish Council payments listed below.  Proposed by SM, 
seconded by SS and approved by all Councillors present.

Description / Power Amount VAT Total

N-CALC & NALC annual subscription (electorate of 158)
Internal audit service (Band B council)
Date Protection Officer fee

£169.72
£185.00
£10.00 £364.02

Gary Denby Clerk gross remuneration for 16 March – 31 
Mar (2 weeks) + Home as office expenses + Zoom 
monthly subs to 26/4/21

£82.53
£12.00
£11.99 £2.40 £108.92

Gary Denby Clerk gross remuneration for 1 April – 12 Apr 
(2 weeks) + Home as office expenses 

£86.52
£12.00 £98.52

11. Councillors' Comments

DH will not be able to attend the Police Liaison representatives meeting scheduled for 22 April.  
BD agreed to deputise; SS is also available, if needed.

12. Appointment of a Parish Chairman.

For personal reasons DH has decided to stand-down as Parish Chairman, with immediate effect 
(limited availability).  An interim Chairman is required to see the council through to the May 
AGM, when a Chairman must be appointed from amongst Council members.  SM proposed BD 
as interim Chairman, agreed by all present.

On behalf of the Parish Council, Bill Dearns thanked Dixie Hughes for his many years of faithful 
and diligent service to the council and to the villagers of Preston Capes and Little Preston.

As SM embarks upon her retirement (extensive narrow boating), she alerted council to her 
likely resignation prior to the next elections.  This adds impetus to the recruitment of new 
Parish Councillors.

13. Next meeting date:  Tuesday 11th May 2021 (Annual General Meeting)
Annual Parish Assembly:  Wednesday 19th May 2021 (bar open if in village 

DH noted that Village halls have not been closed by current government restrictions, only by 
local decisions and the practicalities of safe operation.  Therefore the Clerk must ask the 
Village Hall committee whether the venue will be available GD.

  …………………………. ……………………….
  Chairman Date

Meeting ended 8.10 pm.
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