
MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF PRESTON CAPES PARISH COUNCIL
held on Tuesday 15th February 2022, 7.30 pm in the Village Hall

 
Present: Cllr Bill Dearns (BD) Chairman & Finances Reviewer

Cllr Scilla Smith (SS) Vice Chairman
Cllr Sophia Maddison (SM)
Cllr Richard Shires (RS)
Cllr Malcolm Price (MP)
Cllr Diane French (DF)
Cllr Rosemary Mansfield (RM)

Gary Denby (GD) Parish Clerk & RFO

Public: Cllr Rupert Frost (RF) West Northamptonshire Council
Tim Redfern

BD welcomed members and public to the meeting.

1. Apologies received:  None.

2. Councillor declarations of interest and dispensations for the following agenda items:
SS will absent herself during the discussion of 11.3 below: 2021/0947

3. Receive minutes of the Parish Council Meeting on Tuesday 18th January 2022.  Agreed as 
a true and accurate record of the meeting: proposed by SS, seconded by SM, approved by 
all Councillors present and signed by BD as Chairman. 

4. Public Time: 

Cllr Frost reported a quiet month at the Unitary Council (WNC), with discussions upon selling 
the land used by the football club.  The new ARC cinema should open in Daventry by Easter.  
There remains some Jubilee Celebrations funding available. 

Application WND/2021/0689 is under discussion with efforts being made to improve it.  Hence 
there is no need to call it before the planning committee at present.  Rupert was present at the 
planning meeting about the new Byfield Surgery with its enabling development on Wed 9th 
February.  This is being lodged as a hybrid application and is likely to be received favourably.

5. Matters Arising

5.1 Ref 5.1:  WNC redaction of Declarations of Interest

The Unitary Council’s West Northamptonshire web site has a list of Unitary Councillors 
and shows their declarations of interest.  It also has a list of Parishes and contact details 
(the Parish Clerk).  In due course it should again show Parish Councillors’ declarations of 
interest.  Whether these can be redacted in general, or only in special circumstances, has 
yet to be ascertained.  The Clerk will inquire further GD.

5.2 Ref 9:  Application for village road closure on Sun 5 June

On 11th Feb the Clerk applied for a temporary road closure for the Big Lunch on Sun 5th 
June, celebrating the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee.   This is for the 30 metres of relatively 
flat, level road besides the village hall, which does not impinge upon any residents’ 
access, nor require any special arrangements.  Thus villagers will be enabled to picnic 
outside the village hall (up to 150 of them on the day?), if the weather is especially kind.  
This is from 10am to 6pm.  Cones outside the village hall entrance may prove useful.  
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Rachel Bracher of the Village Hall committee will operate the usual Sunday Bar that day;  
also to be advised of the closure details (having suggested the Parish Council do so) GD.

6. Correspondence forwarded to Councillors

6.1 21 Jan:  DF views on WND/2021/0689 as a heritage asset
6.2 21 Jan:  Confirmation of Village Hall meeting dates for 2022 to Rachel Bracher
6.3 24 Jan:  N-CALC mini eUpdate 21/01 – Open letter on remote meetings; Asset mapping
6.4 27 Jan:  Police, Fire & Crime Commissioner’s budgetary intentions (less than inflation)
6.5 28 Jan:  N-CALC eUpdate Jan/Feb – Jubilee in Northants, AMP project (see 10 below)
6.6 28 Jan:  PCSO local priorities survey results:  road safety; rural crime; vehicle crime
6.7 31 Jan:  DF fuller historical report forwarded to Unitary Councillors for planning cttee
6.8 7 Feb:  N-CALC AMP working group details
6.9 10 Feb:  Queen’s Platinum Jubilee meeting report from 8 Feb by Rachel Bracher
6.10 11 Feb:  Street Party advice to BD & SS; query regards Public Liability insurance £50

7. Planning for use of Community Infrastructure Levy: £4,539.40 available

Councillors considered whether to buy replacement pads for the current village hall defibrillator 
(Lifeline adult DDP-100A replacement pads £57 inc VAT), or whether to upgrade it using CIL 
monies.  The current unit was purchased in May 2013, so is now nearly nine years old.

Looking again at the Defibshop web site, it appears that the latest version of the Zoll 
Defibrillator installed in Little Preston is now available to order.  This will fit within the cabinet 
on the Village Hall west wall.  The latter requires a replacement external sun shroud, since now 
looking rather dilapidated.  SM will investigate.  

There is a ‘Fully Automatic’ model which works with both adult and child pads.  Once the pads 
are applied, it automatically tests the heart's waveform to see if its arrhythmia is suitable for 
shocking, and if so it proceeds to shock.  It also ascertains whether the adult chest 
compressions (CPR) are deep enough and frequent enough, between the shocks applied.

From last month’s distributed list of defibrillators (17th January), the Zoll AED Plus (Dutch) 
includes a 7 year warranty, with batteries and replacement pads lasting for up to 5 years.   
The unit costs £975 + VAT.  Councillors approved this expenditure from CIL monies GD.

Mike Eves is making progress with regards a public bench in memory of our former Chairman 
for many years, Dixie Hughes.  If there is any shortfall in funding for this bench, there is an 
understanding that it will be shared between the Parish Council and the Village Hall.  BD will 
check with Roma about an appropriate plaque and its wording.

8. Update on the Byfield Surgery Planning Application (see 4 above)

9. Update on the Queens Platinum Jubilee proposals within the village

SS appealed to Councillors, who will be in the village and able to assist on the day of Sun 5th 
June?  SM and BD are expecting to be away.  DF is unsure.  RM and MP hope to volunteer.  
Rachel Bracher is seeking to bring a Jubilee Group committee together via an email list.

10. Consideration of an N-CALC Asset Management Project (AMP) group

This project is on behalf of our new Unitary, West Northamptonshire Council, to use local 
knowledge to assist them in ascertaining the assets and services for which they hold current 
responsibility.  It is being organised through N-CALC who also have some limited funding to 
assist councils in gathering and logging this information.  For Preston Capes, this may be 
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limited to the council-supplied grit bins and the Highways verges for which a grant is received.  
However, there may be other Assets of Community Interest...

Based upon the number of electors, this grant is £214.22, as part of the government’s 
Community Renewal Fund, for a project looking at the devolution of assets and services 
from principal councils to parish and town councils.  There was on-line training available on 
Wed 9th Feb, on how to use the Asset Mapping computer system.  It was agreed that BD and 
GD shall together supply known details to WNC and apply for the grant GD.

11. Planning (latest items available at w  ww.daventrydc.gov.uk/living  )

11.1 WND/2022/0004:  Works to fell a tree in the Conservation area at Bank House, Old 
Forge Lane, Preston Capes.  NN11 3TD.  Councillors have No Objection to this work. GD

11.2 WND/2021/0689:  Proposed first floor extension to existing garage to create habitable 
accommodation at The Folly, Old Forge Lane, Preston Capes (a resubmission of 
DA/2021/0164).  On 21 Jan Council recorded its Objection to this application on 
grounds of scale, materials and its location on the skyline affecting neighbouring 
properties.  Additional details were also forwarded to our WNC Councillors to aid its 
calling before the planning committee.

11.3 WND/2021/0947:  Construction of two detached outbuildings at The Old Rectory, Church 
Way, Preston Capes. NN11 3TE.  Councillors decided to Object to this application on 
grounds of its disproportionate size within a conservation area and its being outside the 
curtilage of the main residence.  They also considered that the proposed buildings will be 
viewable from the waymarked Knightley Way (Badby to Greens Norton), thereby having 
a detrimental impact upon the landscape. GD

12. Finances and Accounts
12.1 21 Jan:  Parish Council Precept demand for £6,600 acknowledged by WNC.

12.2 27 Jan:  WNC mowing grant agreement returned for £417.15 for 2022 verges mowing, 
noting this is the 5th year without any increase.

31 Jan:  VAT reclaim of £420.84 posted to HMRC for 2020-21.  This excludes VAT 
charged by Zoom Inc (they do not have a reclaim VAT No promised for March 2021).

12.3 Progress with regards registering Cllr Shires as an account signatory.  On 2 Feb the Clerk 
re-submitted all ten pages of Unity Trust mandate update paperwork.  This time there 
was opportunity to download a summary PDF file which records the additional signatory 
(ref APP-273137).  Hence Richard’s addition is now more likely to proceed apace.  BD has 
also received a notification of the change.

12.4 Consider and approve the Parish Council payments listed below for on-line payment.  
Proposed by RS, seconded by SM and approved by those present, including the defibillator.

Description / Power Amount VAT Total

Defibshop:  Zoll CPR-D-Padz adult replacement pads 
with First Responder kit (current expires 28-03-22) for 
Zoll AED PLUS at Little Preston.  Up to 5 years shelf life.

£155.00 £31.00 £186.00

Gary Denby Clerk gross remuneration for 18 Jan – 14 
Feb (4 weeks) + Home as office expenses + small book 
1st class stamps

£173.04
£24.00
£5.10

£203.1
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13. Councillors' Comments

13.1 Councillors approved BD’s suggestion of a Spring village litter pic, aiming for Sunday 3rd 
or 10th April, depending upon when the Daventry equipment might be available.

13.2 SM picked-up on Tim Redfern’s suggestion of a a roll-along gritter for the village.  Might 
they be available for around £500?  Where might it be stored securely? GD

13.3 The Clerk is to obtain more details about battery-operated, mobile Vehicle Activated 
Signs (VAS), for the potential upgrade of the current one in use GD.

13.4 There was discussion over the over-grown roadside hedges encroaching upon the 
Northampton Lane, which may be the responsibility of the Fawsley Estate.

13.5 SM returned the Parish Council’s small notebook PC.  Passed to MP to see if he might be 
able to connect to it?  SM uses a data-only SIMM card when accessing the internet from 
her narrowboat.

14. Next meeting date:  Tuesday 15th March 2022 at 7.30pm in the village hall

BD offered his apologies as he will be away at this half term break.

…………………………. ……………………….
Chairman Date
Meeting ended.

Meeting concluded 20:25.
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